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HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE THURSDAY, JUNE 
16 HEADED "FOREIGN POLICY GOSPEL. BY JOSEPH KRAFT. 

TRIPLE WITNESS IS BORNE IN THE BIZARRE REMARKS VOLUNTEERED 
THE OTHER DAY BY PRESIDENT CARTER REGARDING COUNTRIES 
WHERE HE INTENDS TO CONTEST RUSSIA FOR INFLUENCE. 

THE STATEMENT DEMONSTRATES, FIRST, THAT CARTER CONTINUES 
TO THINK -AND, WORSE, SAY-DUMB THINGS ABOUT FOREIGN POLICY. 

IT SUGGESTS THAT HE TAKES LITTLE OR NO COUNSEL FROM 
EXPERIENCE OR ADVISERS. FINALLY, THE EPISODE SHOWS HOW 
OVERINDULGENT AND UNCRITICAL MOST OF US IN THE PRESS AND 
TELEVISION HAVE BEEN IN DEALING WITH THE NO LONGER VERY NEW 
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PRESIDENT. 

CARTER MADE THE REMARKS I HAVE IN MIND IN AN INTERVIEW WITH 
MEMBERS OF THE MAGAZINE PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION LAST FRIDAY 

AT THE WHITE HOUSE. IN HIS OPENING REMARKS, THE PRESIDENT 
SAID: 
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MY OWN INCLINATION.. .IS TO AGGRESSIVELY CHALLENGE, IN A 
PEACEFUL WAY, OF COURSE, THE SOVIET UNION AND OTHERS FOR 
INFLUENCE IN AREAS OF THE WORLD THAT WE FRF, I. ARE CRUCIAL 
TO US NOW OR POTENTIALLY CRUCIAL IN 15 OR 20 YEARS FROM 
NOW. THAT INCLUDES PLACES LIKE VIETNAM, AND PLACES LIKE 
IRAQ, AND SOMALIA AND ALGERIA AND PLACES LIKE THE PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA AND EVEN CUBA.' 

THOUGH CARTER IS RARELY DENSE IN HIS ARTICULATION, THOSE 
REMARKS ARE NOT ALTOGETHER EASY TO FOLLOW. BUT I FIND IT 
IMPOSSIBLE TO RESIST THE CONCLUSION THAT HE INTENDS TO 
COMPETE AGAINST RUSSIA FOR INFLUENCE IN THE LIST OF STATES 
THAT HE DEEMS 'CRUCIAL TO US NOW OR POTENTIALLY.' 

IN FACT, THE LIST MAKES ALMOST NO SENSE AT ALL. THE GREAT 
LESSON OF THE VIETNAM WAR AND ITS OUTCOME WAS THAT VIETNAM 
IS NOT, AND NEVER WILL BE, CRUCIAL TO AMERICAN INTERESTS. 
NEITHER ARE IRAQ, SOMALIA OR ALGERIA. INDEED, THEY ARE SO 
FAR FROM BEING OF VITAL INTEREST TO THE UNITED STATES THAT 
IT IS HARD TO UNDERSTAND HOW THEY MADE THEIR WAY ONTO THE 
LIST AT ALL. 

THEN THERE IS THE VERY STRANGE INCLUSION OF COMMUNIST 
CHINA. IS CARTER UNDER THE ILLUSION THAT THE PEKING REGIME 
IS SOMEHOW COMPOSED OF RUSSIAN STOOGES? IF SO, THAT WILL 
BE BIG AND WELCOME NEWS IN MOSCOW. 

NO DOUBT CUBA IS A PLACE WHERE THE UNITED STATES HAS AN 
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INTEREST THAT WOULD BE WELL SERVED BY CURBING SOVIET 
INFLUENCE. BUT EVEN THAT PURPOSE IS NOT ADVANCED BY 
TRUMPETING THE INTENTION. ON THE CONTRARY, BY SAYING OUT 
LOUD WHAT MIGHT BE THOUGHT WITH SOME DISCRETION, CARTER 
ONLY PLAYS INTO THE HANDS OF THE SUSPICIOUS CUBA HARD- 
LINERS WHO WANT TO RESIST CLOSER TIES WITH WASHINGTON. 

FINALLY, OF COURSE, THERE IS THE IMPACT ON THE SOVIET 
UNION. ONCE MORE CARTER LAYS DOWN THE GAUNTLET TO THE 
KREMLIN. ONCE MORE, FOR THE SAKE OF VERBAL FIREWORKS, HE 
POISONS A RELATIONSHIP THAT-EXCEPT FOR HIS VARIOUS 
BLUNDERS AND BLOOPERS-COULD BE RELATIVELY SMOOTH AND 
EXTREMELY USEFUL. 

BUT WHERE DOES THE PRESIDENT GET THESE OUTLANDISH IDEAS? 
CERTAINLY NOT FROM THE CAULDRON OF EXPERIENCE. THE HARSH 
REIECTION BY MOSCOW OF THE TWO ARMS-CONTROL PROPOSALS 
ADVANCED BY THE ADMINISTRATION IN MARCH TEACHES WHAT WAS 
SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN A DRAMATIC LESSON IN THE HIGH PRICE 
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PAID FOR AIMLESS POPPING OFF. 

SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE OBVIOUSLY KNOWS MUCH BETTER. 
SO DOES ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI, THE PRESIDENT'S NATIONAL 
SECURITY ADVISER. SO IT'S SOMETHING OF A MYSTERY WHY 
THEY ARE NOT POUNDING THE TABLE INSISTING THAT SENSIBLE 
POLICIES NOT BE COMPROMISED BY THE RHETORICAL INSTINCTS OF 
THE PRESIDENT AND HIS AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED NATIONS. 
ANDREW YOUNG. 

BUT CARTER'S ADVISERS ARE NOT ALONE IN PLAYING MUTE, 
INGLORIOUS MILTONS TO HIS FATUOUS COMMENTS. NONE OF THE 
MAGAZINE PUBLISHERS PRESENT WHEN HE MADE THE ORIGINAL 
REMARK ASKED HIM ABOUT IT. ONE TENDER QUESTION WAS POSED 
AT HIS NEWS CONFERENCE MONDAY, WHICH CARTER ANSWERED BY 
REPEATING HIS ORIGINAL REMARKS AND ADDING ETHIOPIA TO THE 
LIST OF 'CRUCIAL' COUNTRIES. THAT'S NOT EXACTLY ROUGH 
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TREATMENT. SO IT'S NOT ENTIRELY SURPRISING THAT IN THE 
FIELD OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS CARTER KEEPS PREACHING HIS OWN 
ORIGINAL, UNTUTORED GOSPEL." CHRISTOPHER 
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